


Medical (preventable) Errors !
44,000 – 98,000 deaths / yr

• 1 in 10 patients harmed in hospital care/ between 5.7 
and 8.4 m deaths occurring annually from poor 
quality care

• 14 out of every 100 patients affected by Hospital
Acquired Infections.

• 2% patients subject to surgical complications for the 
234 million surgical operations performed every  year

• 20-40% health spending wasted due to poor quality  
of care and safety failures

• 15% of hospital costs being due to patient harms 
caused by adverse events
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landmark book called “To Err Is Human: Building a Safer Health System”, published by the Institute of Medicine (IOM) of the National Acadedmy of Sciences in 2000, and from a subsequent  publication [#10027] by the same group a year later called “Crossing the Quality Chasm: A New Health Care System for the 21st Century.” The first book outlines the magnitude of the medical error problem and discusses immediate strategies for improvement. The second book portrays a vision for a patient-centered health care system that is safe, effective, efficient and equitable. A recent IOM book that is highly readable is called “Knowing What Works in Healthcare” published in 2008. Basically, it asks the question-Why don’t we know what works in healthcare?�



One year after the IOM report, another landmark study was 
published by Dr. Barbara Starfield,
“Is US Healthcare Really the Best in the World”?

Here are her findings about the quality of US healthcare:

• 12,000 deaths from unnecessary surgeries;

• 7,000 deaths from medication errors in hospitals;

• 20,000 deaths from other errors in hospitals;

• 80,000 deaths from infections acquired in hospitals;

• 106,000 deaths from FDA-approved correctly prescribed 
medicines.

• This brings the total estimated number of deaths caused 

by medical treatment in the US to 225,000 every year.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
s early as in 1999, the Institute of Medicine (IOM) published a landmark report, To Error is Human, with a goal “to break the cycle of inaction”.  In this report, the IOM estimated as many as 98,000 people were killed each year because of preventable medical harm, including hospital-acquired infections and medication errors. http://www.washingtonadvocatesforpatientsafety.org/reduce-medical-error-and-harm/



• The total number of Americans dying prematurely from 
medical errors was about 400,000 per year*

• The epidemic of patient harm in hospitals must be 
taken more seriously if it is to be curtailed**

*Office of the Inspector General (OIG) of the Department of Health and Human Services
** Journal of Patient Safety: September 2013 - Volume 9 - Issue 3 - p 122–128 

doi: 10.1097/PTS.0b013e3182948a69
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http://www.washingtonadvocatesforpatientsafety.org/reduce-medical-error-and-harm/The most recent study done by Dr. John James and published in the September, 2013, edition of the Journal of Patient Safety used the limited data available to estimate the total number of deaths due to preventable medical errors.



"Medical errors kill enough people to fill 

4 jumbo jets a week." 
says The Wall Street Journal
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http://www.wsj.com/news/articles/SB10000872396390444620104578008263334441352



WHO

1 in 10 
patients may be harmed while in hospital





3rd

leading cause of Death in USA ?
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Fundamentals of Healthcare

1. Safe
2. Timely 
3. Effective
4. Efficient 
5. Equitable 
6. Patient centered  
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Equitystatement of purpose for the health system: “to continually reduce the burden of illness, injury, and disability, and to improve the health and functioning of the people of the United States.” The aim of equity is to secure these benefits for all the people



Post Antibiotic Era

• More than 700,000 deaths a 
year worldwide due to AR –
2000 deaths per day !! 

• By 2050 – 10 million deaths a 
year 

• 50% of AB given in USA are 
unnecessary 

• 45% prescriptions given for 
conditions for which those 
drugs don’t work 
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Is it acceptable to you that 10% or more of our 
patients continue to be harmed in healthcare ? 
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